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Course Description:
This course introduces students to the study of literature in a global context. Spanning antiquity and modernity, East and West, it invites students to read English translations of “great works” and consider literature in relation to culture, history, and other forms of media and expression. 

At the end of the eighteenth century, the German philosopher Immanuel Kant saw the world poised on the edge of a new era. “Is it an enlightened age?” asked Kant. “No, but it is an age of enlightenment,” a modern age where science, reason, objectivity, and progress would correct the errors of the past and usher in a new and better world. However, for many of the writers and thinkers who followed Kant, the modern world that emerged was not a utopia but one beset by even more serious problems and challenges. Our course this term will turn to the world literary tradition in order to explore the theme of modernity and its discontents. Looking at works in a wide variety of genres (including short story, poetry, political manifesto, graphic novel) from the eighteenth century to today, we will explore the various ways that writers used the medium of literature to diagnose, critique, and transcend the dilemmas of modernity. 
Required Texts:

The Norton Anthology of World Literature, Third Edition, Package 2 (volumes D, E, and F)
Robert Kirkman et al, The Walking Dead, Book One. 
learningSystem/Blackboard:

The course will be making use of the Blackboard system for the following: (1) links to required and recommended readings; (2) some questions to help guide your weekly reading; (3) some of the quotations, references, and images used in lectures; (4) course announcements, and (5) the submission of all course assignments.
Course Format: 

	Type (e.g., Lecture, Seminar, Tutorial, Lab, etc.)
	Day
	Time 

(e.g. 2:00-4:00 pm)
	Location

	Interactive lecture
	Thursday
	10:00-11:50
	FPHL 117

	Seminar
	Various
	Various
	Various


Learning Outcomes/Objectives/Goals/Expectations: I have developed the course to address several learning outcomes. This course will: 

1. introduce students to key works from the canon of world literature
2. teach them to approach literature theoretically and comparatively

3. teach them to think about works of literature as aesthetic objects but also as embodiments of historical and cultural realities
4. teach them to think about what makes literary works unique and what connects them to other forms of media and expression
5. teach them to consider the importance of language, translation, and adaptation
6. help them to improve reading, writing, oral presentation, and analytical skills through an ongoing engagement with a broad range of literary texts
Course Evaluation:
	Type of Assignment (e.g, test, essay, lab report, etc. and provide an explanation for each )
	Weighting
	Due Date

	Reading journal 
	25%
	October 19

	Quiz
	10%
	Weekly

	Final essay
	35%
	December 4

	Participation
	30%
	various


Reading journal

For the reading journal assignment, students will write a 250-word response to three different readings in the course. In other words, students will hand in three short essays totalling 750 words. In these responses students identify the themes and motifs of the text, and draw connections to lecture material related to both literary and contextual concerns. 

Final essay

Students will write an essay of 1250-1500 words on one of a selection of topics distributed by the instructor in Week 9.

Quizzes
There will be ten quizzes over the course of the semester - one every class except for the first and last sessions of the course. The quizzes will be done on Blackboard. There will be three multiple choice questions per quiz. Quizzes will be posted the Wednesday after class. Students will have until Friday at midnight to commence the quiz. Once they have started the quiz students will have ten minutes to complete the assignment.
Participation 
Attendance at lecture, participation in discussion, and contribution to the general intellectual atmosphere of all parts of the course are the criteria for this portion of the mark. Individual seminar leaders may have additional assignments (presentations, reports, etc.) that count towards the participation grade. 
Week-by-week schedule:

September 7 – Introduction/What is Enlightenment?
Reading: Immanuel Kant, “What is Enlightenment?”

September 14 – A Utopia of Reason 

Reading: Jonathan Swift, “Gulliver’s Travels – Part IV. A Voyage to the Country of the Houyhnhnms”

September 21 – The Meaning of “Man”
Reading: Diderot and d’Alembert, “The Encylopédie” - Beast, Animal, Brute 

The Declaration of the Rights of Man

Olympe de Gouges, The Rights of Woman
 Jean-Jacques Dessalines, Liberty or Death: Proclamation to the Inhabitants of Haiti
September 28 – Mock on Voltaire, Rousseau
Reading: William Blake, “Introduction to the Songs of Innocence,” “London,” “Mock On, Mock On, Voltaire, Rousseau” 
October 5 – Towards a New Self
Reading: Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Confessions (excerpts)
October 12 – Most Ordinary and Therefore Most Terrible 
Reading: Tolstoy, The Death of Ivan Ilyich

October 19 – The Unknown Nourishment he Craved
Reading: Franz Kafka, The Metamorphosis
Reading journal due
October 26 – READING WEEK

November 2 – The Clutches of the Spider
Reading: Tanizaki Jun’Ichirō, “The Tattooer”
November 9 – Encounters with the Marvelous: From the Surreal to the Magical Real I
Reading: André Breton, “The Surrealist Manifesto”

Alejo Carpentier, “Prologue” from The Kingdom of This World (link on Blackboard)
Carlos Fuentes, Aura
November 16 – Encounters with the Marvelous II
Reading: Fuentes, Aura, cont.
Clarice Lispector, “The Smallest Woman in the World” (link on Blackboard)
November 23 – Post-Apocalyptic Perambulations I
Reading: Robert Kirkman et al, The Walking Dead, Book One

November 30 – Post-Apocalyptic Perambulations II
Reading: Robert Kirkman et al, The Walking Dead, Book One

Screening: The Walking Dead, television pilot

Final essay due December 4
University Policies

Academic Integrity:

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from failure on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 
Access to Instruction:
It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and documentation from a regulated health care practitioner and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in a course, the student should contact the Student Accessibility Services Office (SAS) at the respective campus as soon as possible.  
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